Understand issues relating to factual programming for television

A factual programme is often specific subject. It aims to provide accurate information about the subject area, explore different sides and provide a variety of opinions. The viewer should be provided with specific facts and not be unfairly influenced to promote their personal views or bias.  A production company must be mindful that they are providing a factual presentation and not allow personal opinion or the opinions of those who take part in the programme to influence the viewer unfairly.  The programmers should maintain impartiality at all times.
Factual news programmes are often delivered in a formal way.  The studio will be designed to look sleek and professional.  The presenters will be dressed smartly in suits or smart dresses.  Facts will be displayed on charts or graphs and the presenters use formal language to read the text giving specific facts relating to an event.  When events involving a tragedy or death is reported, presenters are often solemn faced.  Images such as maps and charts reinforce what the presenter is saying and often short videos of events by outside broadcasters reinforce what is being said.  Care needs to be taken to ensure that facts are correct as many viewers will accept that information provided in a news programme is 100% accurate.
Factual TV production also includes a variety of platforms such as documentaries, magazine shows and current affairs programmes.  These programmes can be less formal than a news bulletin but need careful planning and research to ensure they provide viewers with clear unbiased facts, observations and examples.  For instance a current affairs programme may look at an issue such as wind farms in the UK.  It could start by providing specific facts about the numbers and spread of these farms and the contribution they are making towards energy production in the country and provide a comparison with other forms of energy production.  It may then include a video piece of a visit to a wind farm and an interview with a representative from the industry.  Since there are those who are against the increasing development of this technology, an interview with someone representing those against would be included. Producers need to ensure adequate time is given to exploring both sides of the issue and a summary of plans for this industry in the future could be used as a conclusion and viewers should be given details of where they can find further information.  
Magazine shows are delivered in a more informal manner.  Some shows may have a presenter, guests and include studio audience participation.  They usually include a number of different topics and allow guests and sometime the audience to make contributions.  The presenter needs to direct the discussion and ensure that fair and appropriate points are explored.  They need to keep the discussion subject specific and not allow anyone to be overpowering or given too much time to reinforce a particular opinion and unfairly limit how they cover alternative views.  They must ensure that if or when inappropriate views or examples are used they inform the audience that this is a view of that particular person and not one held or supported by the production team.
Documentary programmes allow a platform for more in depth exploration of the subject and often need extensive research and planning. These are used widely to explore the natural environment and issues affecting our planet.  They also include topics such as conflict and issues affecting society such as homelessness or joblessness.  Documentary producers encounter a greater ethical challenge to ensure that the production remains factually correct, provides an interesting and balanced analysis of the subject and does not over sensationalise content to entertain the audience.  Fairness and balance is imperative to ensure that the documentary can explore the topic concerned without leaving those who take part in the programme even more vulnerable.   Production of documentaries are expensive and often funded by interest parties.  Documentary makers must ensure that the information they include and the issues they explore are not influenced by the views of their backers and aim to provide a balanced and fair portrayal of events and issues.  Documentary makers must not be over selective of the material they use just to emphasise a particular point.  
There are many issues relating to production of factual programming and for those working in media production an understanding of the need to provide correct and accurate information is imperative.  Keeping abreast of current affairs, understanding both sides of a conflict and an aptitude for exploring an issue further to develop a greater understanding of what is happening as well as remaining unbiased at all times is required.

